
Everyone’s favorite foodie event 
is returning on Tuesday, Sept. 
13! Chefs in the Garden captures 
the excitement of the harvest 
season by bringing local chefs 
into the Botanical Garden of the 
Ozarks. Guests stroll through 
the Garden, watching cooking 
demonstrations by the area’s 
finest chefs and sampling their 
creations while sipping premium 
beverages. Ticket sales close 
on Sunday, September 11 at 
midnight.

GARDEN ELEMENTS
the newsletter of the botanical garden of the ozarks 
Fall 2016

CHEFS 
IN THE 
GARDEN 
2016
presented by Filippo Berio

Tuesday, September 13 
6 to 8:30 p.m. 

Honorary Chair: Case Dighero

28 Springs | Bonefish Grill | Cafe Rue Orleans | Ella’s Restaurant | Eleven 
at Crystal Bridges | Fresco Restaurant & Cocktails | Greenhouse Grille | 
Mockingbird Kitchen | Oven and Tap | Vetro 1925 Ristorante | Wasabi | 

Whole Foods Market | Yarnell’s Ice Cream

Featuring 14 of Northwest Arkansas’ finest chefs from:

BGO Members: $50 | Non-members: $75 
Ticket sales close on Sunday, Sept. 11 at midnight. 

Purchase tickets now at bgozarks.org or by calling 479.750.2620— 
this event sells out every year!



2

BGO Board of Directors
Walt Eilers, President
Business & Fundraising Consultant

Linda McMath, Vice President
Community Volunteer

Bo Bittle, Treasurer
Stevens Investment Inc.

Eleanor Townsley, Secretary
Community Volunteer

Pat Bourke
Tyson Foods, Inc. 

Byron Humphrey
Parks Maintenance Superintendent, 
City of Fayetteville

Steven H. Kay
Attorney-at-Law 

Richie Lamb
Vice President, United Bank

Karen Leach
Community Volunteer

Joyce Mendenhall
Lifetime Master Gardener, 
Cooperative Extension Service, 
University of Arkansas

Pamm Prebil
Community Volunteer

Susan Robinson
COO, Aurora Digital Signage

Steve Rogers
Vice President Operations, J.B. Hunt

Maudie Schmitt
Chef/Owner, Cafe Rue Orleans

Dr. Bill Schwab
Professor, Department of Sociology 
and Criminal Justice, University of 
Arkansas

Nancy Trammel
Community Volunteer

Hours
Monday - Sunday
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Admission
Adults: $7
Children: $4 (ages 5-12)
Free for children under 5

Contact
Botanical Garden of the Ozarks
4703 N. Crossover Rd.
Fayetteville, AR 72764
(479) 750-2620 | www.bgozarks.org

Credits
Editor/Designer: Allison Griffi  n

BGO is closed on Thanksgiving, Christmas and 
New Year’s and observes Fayetteville Public 
School’s inclement weather policy.

September marks my fi rst 
anniversary as Executive Director of 
the Botanical Garden of the Ozarks 
and I have been 
amazed by the 
amount of activity all 
year long. It has been 
a busy year fi lled 
with our traditional 
programs but also 
new activities. I am 
so appreciative to 
the volunteers and staff  who helped 
me learn our ways and who have also 
adapted to changes.  

Through the year, I have learned that 
support of the Garden by the larger 
community is vital to our growth.  
First, and foremost, Membership, our 
base funding source, is growing by 
leaps and bounds. The Membership 
Committee in the spring revamped 
our program and we are in full 
implementation now. Already our 
membership has increased from 1,200 
to 1,450 as of August 1. This includes 
482 new members since March. 
Membership is the foundation of the 
Garden for the future. If you are not 
a member, please consider joining 
today. Our goal of 3,000 members by 
2017 is very attainable.

Gate Admission is also on the rise 
as we are seeing a dramatic increase 
in daily attendance. Weekends have 
always been busy but even weekdays 
we see a steady stream of guests. 
We know that tourists are putting the 
Garden on their travel plans so we are 
welcoming guests from all over the 
country and even the world.

Education Programs are growing 

due to support from corporate 
and foundation sponsors. Major 
Educational Sponsors include Tyson 
Foods, the Schmeiding Foundation and 
Cox Communications. The Walmart 
Foundation supports our Community 
Access Program, allowing underserved 
populations to gain access to the 
Garden for tours and educational 
programs; to date, this year we have 
had more than 8,400 guests through 
this program. Other local businesses 
support individual events or programs 
and we appreciate them greatly, as 
well.

We have accommodated more 
outside events than ever before 
which is another source of revenue 
and exposure for the Garden. We 
anticipate having over 90 weddings, 
birthday parties, and civic and 
corporate meetings by the end of the 
year. We are even booking December 
holiday parties!   

Nothing is more satisfying than 
seeing the Garden fi lled with a 
wide variety of visitors enjoying the 
beautiful displays or participating in 
a Garden event or program. The more 
guests we host, the more the Garden 
is cherished and supported by our 
Northwest Arkansas community. Be a 
part of the excitement and come for a 
visit, bring a friend and enjoy!

Charlotte Taylor, Executive Director

GROWTH IN THE 
GARDEN

Morning yoga on the Great Lawn, Summer 2016
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Fall is the gardener’s reward for 
enduring another Arkansas summer. It 
is arguably the best season to enjoy the 
beauty of the Botanical Garden because 
the weather has cooled, plants have 
fi lled out, leaves are starting to turn and 
all the fall bloomers are putting on their 
display.

Last winter we began the process of 
planting what will, in a few years, evolve 
into a meadow garden on the south side 
of the creek next to the Little Sprout’s 
pumpkin patch. We began by planting 
divisions of an assortment of 6-foot-tall 
fall blooming members of the sunfl ower 
family and then fi lled in with a few other 
more modest sun lovers. To control 
height we gave them the State Highway 
Department pruning technique—
everything was brush hogged to the 
ground on June 1. Using this technique 

we should have modest sized plants 
when they bloom in October.

Fall is the season for garden cleanup—

leaves, summer annuals and those 
perennials that have no particular 
wintertime interest—all move to the 
compost pile. We make and use a lot of 
compost each year at BGO. Plants are 
put into our starter pile every month 
of the year but fall sees the largest 
additions. We produce about 100 cubic 
yards of compost each year in our 
composting operation.

  
Gerald Klingaman, 
Operations Director

Photo: BGO Gardener Megan 
snapped a VERY RARE sighting of 
a gynandromorph butterfl y this 
summer, right outside the front gate. 
A gynandromorph means the butterfl y 
outwardly has both male and female 
characteristics. Did we mention this is 
EXTREMELY RARE?

Plants for Fall

FALL AT BGO

FROM THE 
GARDENERS

Most gardeners are tired of tending 
their fl ower beds by September and 
October; however, there are reasons to 
keep at least some fl owers around as 
long as possible, up until the fi rst frost. 
Some of our favorite creatures still need 
food—birds and butterfl ies especially. 
Many are either migrating or building up 
fat for winter. Consider adding these to 
your garden to keep the life cycle going:

JINGLE BELL JOG 5K 
AND REINDEER FUN RUN

Aconitum – Monkshood

Boltonia  asteroids – False Aster

Caryopteris – Blue Mist Shrub

Eupatorium – Joe Pye Weed 

Pycnanthemum – Mountain Mint

Salvia elegans – Pineapple Sage

Salvia leucantha – Mexican Sage

Sedum ‘Autumn Joy’ – Tall Sedum

Solidago  ‘Fireworks’ – Clumping 
Goldenrod

Symphyotricum (Aster) –  ‘Raydon’s 
Favorite’ or  ‘October Skies’

Tricyrtis Formosa – Toad Lily

The Botanical Garden of the Ozarks 
presents the 2016 Jingle Bell Jog 5K 
and Reindeer Fun Run on Saturday, 
December 3rd at 9 a.m.!

Run or walk in the Jingle Bell Jog 5K 
(9 a.m.) and enjoy a complimentary 
breakfast, door prizes, music, and special 
guests. Sign up individually or form a 
team of fi ve friends. Kids under twelve 
can also sign up for the Reindeer Fun 
Run (10 a.m.). Overall and division 
awards will be presented in the 5K, 
and overall and fi nisher medals will 
be presented in the Fun Run! Wear 
your Santa hats, elf ears...anything that 

sparkles and jingles...we’ll be giving out 
prizes and awards for best costumes too!

Register at the Botanical Garden of 
the Ozarks, Fleet Feet Sports or online 
at www.register-wizard.com. 5K is $20 
before race day and $25 on race day. 
Fun Run is $10 and includes a fi nisher’s 
medal and BGO goody bag. Shirts are 
optional (long sleeve tees are just $10 
more; deadline for shirts is November 
15). Register by November 15 and get 
a special BGO goody bag! If you need 
additional information or would like 
to volunteer, please email eleanor.
townsley@sbcglobal.net.



BECOME A BGO MEMBER
Members are the foundation of 
the Garden. As a not-for-profi t 
organization, the fi nancial support of 
membership is vital to the health and 
stability of the Garden, but even more 
important are members taking part in 
the life of the Garden through classes, 
social events and other activities. 

Memberships help us to fulfi ll our 
mission to develop and use the 
gardens to provide educational, 
entertainment and recreational 
opportunities for residents and visitors 
in Northwest Arkansas.

Memberships come in a variety of 
levels; there is one just right for you. 
All members receive universal benefi ts 
(see chart). Higher level memberships 
receive added benefi ts to enhance 
your membership and support. 
Consider joining at the level that best 
fi ts your interests!
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HONOR YOUR LOVED 
ONE AT BGO

Tribute Bench in the Founder’s Garden

TAX FREE
IRA 
PERMANENT 
ROLLOVERS
APPROVED!

The Botanical Garden of the Ozarks 
provides a uniquely beautiful setting to 
honor or remember a family member, 
special occasion or loved one. 

Our Tribute Bench Program provides an 
opportunity for individuals to sponsor a 
bench at the Garden with a personalized 
message of your choice.

You may also purchase a brick that will 
be incorporated into the Founder’s 
Garden near the Tyson Terrace. Bricks 
are a unique way to memorialize a friend 
or family member, record your name, or 
make note of personal milestones like 
birthdays, weddings and anniversaries.

Our Memorial Tree Program provides an 
opportunity for individuals to sponsor a 

tree at the garden, with a gift that will get 
more beautiful and signifi cant with each 
season. Call 479.750.2620 or visit www.
bgozarks.org for more information.

Traveling? Bring along your BGO Membership Card! 
The American Horticultural Society’s Reciprocal Admission Program
off ers free admission and/or additional benefi ts at 300 gardens 
throughout North America and the Cayman Islands. 

With bipartisan support, the Protecting 
Americans From Tax Hikes act of 2015 
passed and was signed on December 
18, 2015. This act makes permanent 
provisions for the IRA Charitable 
Rollover. Each IRA owner over the age 
70½ may make a transfer of up to 
$100,000 per year to a qualifi ed charity.

IRA charitable rollovers are tax-free and 
not included in adjusted gross income. 
An IRA charitable rollover may fulfi ll 
part or all of your required minimum 
distribution (RMD).

Please consider the Botanical Garden 
of the Ozarks as the recipient of your 
Charitable Rollover this year and every 
year. Call 479.750.2620 for more 
information.

Memorial Brick

At any membership level, you receive:

• Free admission to the Garden year-round

• Reciprocal benefi ts at 300 other gardens and arboretum nationwide

• Subscription to Garden Elements print newsletter and monthly e-newsletters

• Free or reduced admission to classes, workshops, or events

• 10% discount on BGO Gift Shop items (except consignment) and Plant Sale items

• Invitation to annual members-only events

• Magnetic sticker to proudly display

• Discounts at participating merchants

Call us at 479.750.2620 or visit www.bgozarks.org for more 
information on how to become a BGO Member!
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VOLUNTEER 
AT BGO

Greening of the Garden, 2016

You’re Invited
BGO Annual Membership Party & Meeting 

Sunday, September 25 in the Totemeier Event Hall 
• Meet new and sustaining members

• Welcome new board members and confi rm election of 
board offi cers

• Hear a Garden update and future plans

Refreshments at 3 p.m. and meeting at 4 p.m.
RSVP to 479.750.2620 or to info@bgozarks.org

Come celebrate an outstanding year and hear about 
the great things to come!

Volunteers are a very important component 
of the day to day operations of BGO, and 
without them, we simply could not be the 
value to the community and organization 
that we have 
become.

Our volunteer 
teams have been 
reevaluated to make 
them more eff ective, 
but still fun and 
rewarding! Some 
teams have been 
renamed to refl ect 
our changing needs. 
If you are interested 
in serving on a 
particular team (or 
teams), please email 
me and I will forward 
your name to the 
appropriate team 
leader.

Thanks for all you do! We appreciate our 
wonderful volunteers!

Gayle Howard, Volunteer Coordinator

Ghoward@bgozarks.org

Currently there is an urgent need to form 
a community outreach team to staff  
information tables at various events and 
local farmers markets. Working with a 
buddy is strongly encouraged! There are 
prepared kits just waiting to go.

Offi  ce/reception
Admissions
Hospitality
Butterfl y Program
Events
Education
Special Projects
Horticulture
Little Sprouts 
Recycling
Event Parking
Community 
Outreach

Volunteer 

Opportunities

Art & Cocktails in the Garden, 2016
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HOST A MAGICAL 
HOLIDAY EVENT 
AT THE GARDEN 
THIS YEAR!
Book your magical holiday party at 
Botanical Garden of the Ozarks! We’re now 
taking reservations now for both daytime 
and evening celebrations. Rates are 50 
percent off  from December 2016 through 
February 2016. Email info@bgozarks.org 
for reservations. Heated tents available!

FIREFLY FLING ‘16 SET A RECORD 
WITH MORE THAN 4,000 PARTY 
GOERS! THANK YOU TO EVERYONE 
WHO HELPED MAKE THIS HAPPEN!

Photo by Scott Dornberg

Photo by Laura Hunt
Photo by Laura Hunt

Firefly Fling

Photos: Hudson Photography

Photos: Cole Fennel Photography



Thanks to a substantial 
grant from the Tyson Foods 
Corporation, the Botanical 
Garden of the Ozarks was able 
to remain open and free to 
all guests on Tuesday nights 
in June, July and August. 
We began the summer with 
a production of Pinocchio 
by Opera in the Ozarks and 
ended with an International 
Celebration. In between, 
we had evenings fi lled with 
a variety of happenings 
including music, gardening 
tips, cooking demonstrations 
and health and wellness 
activities. 

Being open in the evening 
allowed us to be accessible to 
those who work, live a distance 
away or who are bothered by 
the heat of the day. Guests 
came from all over the region 
and many were from out of 
state and even out of the 
country. A total of over 4,000 
visitors came to the Garden on 
these nights, the vast majority 
for the fi rst time. The Botanical 
Garden of the Ozarks is 
Northwest Arkansas’ botanical 
garden and we were pleased 
to be able to share it with so 
many  this summer.
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TYSON FOODS TUESDAY NIGHTS

Family Night

Pinocchio featuring Opera in the Ozarks 
(photo: Scott Dornberg)

Tyson staff  cookout

Food Demo with Tyson Chef Ashley Zulpo

Propagation class with BGO Gardeners

FALL FINALE = FREE ADMISSION
Tuesday October 11

5 to 8 p.m.
Admission is Free to All 

Join us on Tuesday, 
October 11 from 5 to 8 p.m. 
and see our Garden in all its 

glory. Though people typically 
think of gardens in springtime, 
autumn is when our Garden is 

at its peak! Visit with gardeners 
and volunteers who will be 
stationed throughout BGO 

to answer related gardening 
questions. Come ready to 

learn and participate in short 
educational demos or talks 

about gardening. Or, just take 
a walk in the cool evening air 

among the fl owers and foliage!  



Save 
the 
Date

chefs in the garden september 13, 2016

fall finale (free admission!) october 11, 2016

jingle bell jog 5k & fun run december 3, 2016

the 12 gardens of christmas thursdays in december

orchid show and sale march 3-5

bgo plant sale april 28 (members) april 29 (public), 2017

greening of the garden may 9, 2017

little sprouts may-october

P.O. BOX 10407
FAYETTEVILLE, AR  72703

now 
through 
may 2017 


